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It was said...

Dr Janez Potocnik, Economist
European Commissioner for Science and Research

“(...)l want to talk about how Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) is an achie-
vement in itself, but is also part of a much larger picture. A picture of the future with
research at its centre. FP7 has a longer duration, a higher budget, a willingness to ta-
ke risks, a greater simplification and many other benefits. But this is just the start. As
| say, today represents the end of a long road. But it is also the beginning of an even
longer one. The next seven years will not only see a bigger, bolder Framework pro-
gramme. They will also see an increasing dependence on research as Europe continu-
es to build a knowledge society. Today we are at a crossroads. Crossroads mean ma-
king choices. Where to go next? How to get there? These are the questions facing
Europe. Itis probably easier to say where we do not want to go. Competing on low wa-
ges, at the expense of social security or on the back of our environment is not an
option. We also do not have natural resources that can make nations rich. Recent
events in the energy field have made this very clear: the EU has less than 1% of the
world’s proven oil reserves, 2% of the world's natural gas reserves and only 4% of the
world's proven coal reserves. Today, Europe can - and must - compete on knowledge.
Why? Because we have the resources. We have well educated people. We have the fa-
cilities. We have the ability to turn this knowledge into services and products. And we
know that these services and products are valuable. This is the road for Europe. There
is no turning back. And now we have to prepare ourselves better to travel this road.
FP7 is a first step. But Europe needs much more. And it could learn some lessons from
the steps FP7 has taken. Let me give you a few examples. First, Europe needs to do
what FP7 has done dedicating more money to research.(...) Second, FP7 highlights the
value of more cooperation.(...) We must remember that in research we are “Team
Europe”. The last thing any team needs is players tackling each another.(...) Third, FP7
has made research more accessible and simpler. We need to do this wherever possi-
ble.(...) And the ideas do not stop at FP7. Let me tell you about the next step. Now that
the FP7 is up and running, it is time to look again at how research is organised and car-
ried out in the European Research Area (ERA).(...) So this year, | plan to review how
the ERA is working. | want to see how easy it is for researchers: to move between fa-
cilities and organisations, to have their qualifications recognised, to take their benefits
with them, to maintain their career development, to find new opportunities in both the
public and private sectors, to easily access funding sources, to use the most advanced
infrastructures and many other aspects. In short, | want to see how many internal re-
search walls we have knocked down since the ERA was first suggested seven years
ago.(..) This year, | want to come forward with new ideas about making the ERA
stronger. It will, in effect, be “a new era for the ERA”. | want to see how we can cre-
ate a “United States of Research”, with a base in Europe. And here | don't mean “sta-
tes” just in the sense of countries of nation states or Member States. | mean states as
in states of development, states of cooperation, states of innovation - in short, states
of the future, united and working together. The world has changed and we need a com-
mon market where the key new currency of knowledge can pass freely. We need to act
now.(...) We need to show research’s importance for all of Europe, and beyond.”

Fragments of the speech in the Ceremony of FP7 launched on “Tomorrow’s answers start today”
in Bonn on 15" January 2007



Editorial

In Poland the environment society of materials engineering
was developed both in scientific institutes of the Polish Academy
of Sciences and industrial institutes of various branches and in
academic centres among others at faculties of materials engine-
ering, metallurgy, mechanical engineering and mechatronics, and
also of physics, chemistry, electronics and others. Researches car-
ried out there enable to make intensive intellectual achievements
broadening intellectual horizons in a practiced field of knowled-
ge. Among methods of transfer of research results realised in the
mentioned scientific units and institutions to industrial practice,
sale of patents, licenses and direct realisation of research works
commissioned by industry can be mentioned. Technological pro-
gress in industry inspirates researches which in turn may lead to
valuable scientific achievements. A very important range being
conducive to transfer of technologies to industrial practice and al-
so or even first of all the dissemination of knowledge are scienti-
fic publications which at the same time serve to the promotion of
scientific environment not only in industrial or student circles but
also among scientists, most often at the international arena.

It is what for the efforts of the Authorities of the Polish
Academy of Sciences in order to keep scientific periodicals in ve-
ry broad range of disciplines and scientific specialisations serve.
Since 1978 among them “Archives of Materials Science” in the
form of a quarterly and most of that time in Polish has been pu-
blished. Of course it decided about a relatively small dissemina-
tion of achievements published there in the World and thanks to
that have not induced authors especially lately to the publication
of the results of their scientific researches in that journal. That sta-
te was not radically changed by the decision of publication of all
papers in English during last two years, maybe because yearly in
all volumes of that journal no more than ca. 15 paper were publi-
shed. However, during years the significant output documenting
the achievements of Polish scientific society environment in ma-
terials engineering was gathered. The Journal was always regar-
ded as an elitist one and valuable works were published there.

In that place on behalf of Readers | would like to thank all the
authors and editors for the efforts made to create the image of
that journal. The special words of gratefulness are directed to the
former Editors-in-Chief, including fulfilling this mission for many
years - Prof. Zbigniew Bojarski, Dr hc, a member of the Polish
Academy of Sciences and the former one - Prof. Henryk
Morawiec. | would like to thank Prof. Adolf Maciejny, Dr hc, a
member of the Polish Academy of Sciences, a chairman of the
Committee of Materials Science of the Polish Academy of
Sciences and the members of the Presidium of that Committee for
putting forward my candidature for that function as their succes-
sor, and also Prof. Wtadystaw Wiosinski, Dr hc a member of the
Polish Academy of Sciences, a chairman of the Fourth Division of
Technological Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences for
supporting that decision.

Taking a function of the Editor-in-Chief | have made before my-
self and the journal a few fundamental aims. The Journal is an or-
gan of the Committee of Materials Science of the Polish Academy
of Sciences. Only papers in English with very wide access for the
publication of authors from many countries of the Word will be pu-
blished. The thematic scope of the journal will be broadened what
caused the change of its title into “Archives of Materials Science
and Engineering” and will enable the increase of number of au-
thors interested in the publication of papers and also ensure the
number of readers. Making a significant change of attractiveness
of the editorial form of the journal, a colourful one, a significantly
huge thickness of each journal volume having a bigger format and
the increase of frequency of its appearance to a monthly having a
bigger edition and also the access for the wide group of foreign re-

aders in scientific and national libraries in many countries of the
world will undoubtedly influence on the increase of the interest in
the journal by readers what will in turn increase the interest of au-
thors in the publication activity. A very high content-related and
language level of the journal will ensure a multinational Editorial
Board in which makeup outstanding scientists from very many co-
untries of the world responsible for reviewing papers submitted
for print but also outstanding scientists promoting the journal in
domestic scientific centres and preliminary selecting papers sub-
mitted in the country what requires the close cooperation with the
organisers of important scientific conferences were invited. In the
makeup of that important body all persons so far connected with
the journal are still included. The publisher of the journal is at pre-
sent the International OCSCO World Press in Gliwice as a specia-
lised agenda of the Association of Computational Materials
Science and Surface Engineering which is experienced and has
achievements in the publication of the journal fulfilling high pro-
gramme and editorial requirements.

I am convinced that functioning of the journal according to
the new principles since the current volume dated January 2007
will ensure urgent entrance of the journal to the group of the ones
indexed by Thomson institute in Philadelphia, USA. Together with
the group of the closest co-workers | will make all the efforts to do
it in the nearest future. | also hope that it will meet the acceptan-
ce both of authors and readers because without them none jour-
nal can exist and if it exists, it is just for them. In turn it causes that
such a type of an uneasy and time-consuming editorial and orga-
nisational activity is worth doing, being convinced that the job is
reasonable and serves well for science.

[

Prof. Leszek A. Dobrzanski Dr hc
Editor-in-Chief of the AMSE

Gliwice, in January 2007
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