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It was said...

Prof. Boris Ivanov TOMOV Dr H.C.

Former Rector Magnificus and Retired Professor 
of the University of Russe, Bulgaria and
Professor of the Silesian University of Technology 
in Gliwice, Poland

“There are two main features, which characterise the 
nowadays Universities. The first one is computer-aided 
study and research process. Every new progressive step 
in any branch of science and technology is due to the 
computer and its paraphernalia. A computer is an incredible 
powerful weapon which enlarges the human creative 
abilities allowing to solve problems, which until now were 
considered as fantasy. Something more, the availability to 
create globally interconnected networks with participation 
of a large number of international scientists multiplies 
astronomically the opportunity to achieve valuable results 
in research process. The second point was in connection 
with the moral functions of the University. Being in the 
hearth of the society, the University today ought to give an 
example of a new behaviour. We, especially , who were in 
the former socialist block, must show to the other people 
that Europe is not only source of wealth, but a new 
civilisation which attract the other countries by the 
achievements of its science and culture (…).”

On 19th February 2008 in Russe, Bulgaria during the solemn 
meeting of the Senate of the University of Russe, Bulgaria 
sacrificed to the ceremony of awarding Professor Boris Ivanov 
TOMOV the title and dignity of doctor honoris causa of that 
University
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Editorial 
In the issue of AMSE dated January 2008 the speech of Prof. 
Jerzy Buzek M.Dr H.C., a Member of the European Parliament, a 
Former Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland on threats 
brought by technical and industrial activity in the World and their 
influence on climatic changes can be found. The climate changes 
almost everywhere, as a result of the excess of carbon dioxide, 
greenhouse gasses in our circumterrestrial atmosphere. Because 
of the increase of average temperature for 1 degree surely the 
frequency of violent storms, fires, periodical droughts and almost 
everywhere floods and waves of heats appear. As far as the eco-
system is concerned – coral reefs, very important in the places 
where they appear, also economically, disappear gradually. Many 
species of plants and animals also disappear. The increase of 
temperature for 2 degrees is the decrease of supplies of drinkable 
water also in Europe, especially in the basin of Mediterranean 
Sea. The increase of average temperature for 4 degrees will 
cause flood in ca. 10% of main cities in the globe, and moreover, 
a danger for others and desert droughts of ca. 40% of the Earth 
territory on which plants are cultivated in order to live and feed 
mankind. Such increase of temperature will influence on drastic, 
catastrophic decrease of crops probably for 50% in the World 
scale. Taking into consideration the fact that ca. 1/3 population 
on the Earth starve periodically today, it is difficult to imagine 
such a catastrophe. 

On 3rd-15th December 2007 the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, hosted by the Government of Indonesia, took place 
at the Bali International Convention Centre and brought together 
more than 10,000 participants, including representatives of over 
180 countries together with observers from intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organisations and the media. Opening the 
Conference, on 3rd December 2007, Mr Yvo de Boer United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Executive 
Secretary said “Bali (is) the ‘island of the Gods.(…) The spirit of 
Bali lies in the appreciation of its people for “Ibu Pertiwi” (mother 
earth) and also in the principle of collectivity. In this spirit, we 
must take a collective step forward in establishing a roadmap for 
a post-2012 agreement.” His Excellency Mr Rachmat Witoelar, 
the President of the United Nations Climate Change Conference, 
closing its proceedings, said on 15th December 2007: “The deci-
sions we have taken in Bali together create the world’s road map 
to a secure climate future.(…) We have charted a course forward 
on reducing emissions from deforestation and on technology 
transfer, including an exciting new strategic programme (…). Here 
in Bali, you have demonstrated the leadership needed to create a 
sustainable future for us all.” 

The process of striving for the climate protection still lasts. On 
14th-15th February 2008 in Tokyo, Japan the 6th Informal Meeting 
on Further Actions against Climate Change took place. In a 
speech held at this Meeting UNFCCC Executive Secretary Mr Yvo 
de Boer said that a successful post-2012 climate change regime 
would need to ensure that all countries are tied into global green 
economic growth and that no country is side-lined from it. In turn 
in the Principality of Monaco on 20th-22nd February 2008 the 10th 
Special Session of the Governing Council / Global Ministerial 
Environment Forum in the framework of the United Nations 
Environment Programme took place. Speaking to the UNEP 
Governing Council in Monaco, Mr Yvo de Boer called on small 
and medium-sized developing countries to pro-actively help craft 
a post-2012 climate change agreement. In San Francisco, CA, 
USA on 26th-27th February 2008 Carbon Forum America took 
place. In a statement at the opening of this Forum, Mr Halldor 
Thorgeirsson, a Director of the Bali Road Map Support of the 
UNFCCC, highlighted the growing importance of the carbon mar-
ket in achieving climate-friendly economic growth that is globally 

viable. The next meetings and conferences are planned in March 
2008 and in the next months. Already on 4th-6th March 2008 in 
Bonn, Germany the 3rd Meeting of the enforcement branch of the 
Compliance Committee of the Kyoto Protocol to consider a ques-
tion of implementation will be organised. The sessions of the Ad 
hoc Working Groups on Long-term Cooperative Actions will be 
held from 31st March to 4th April 2008 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

The level of the gas emission strictly connected with productive 
activity and the level of technology has greater influence on cli-
mate changes. The problem of climatic changes belongs to the 
most important contemporary problem. From that reason that 
issue depends strictly from engineering activity and must be in 
the field of interests of scientific and technical societies. Because 
it deals with different fields of engineering activity, we especially 
invite P.T. Authors to send papers dealing with those issues in 
materials engineering, materials processing technologies and 
surface engineering. As original papers from that field will be sent, 
we are going to create a suitable chapter concerning that subject 
matter. 

At the same time I would like to pay the attention of P.T. Readers 
to a new makeup of the editorial team and of the International 
Advisory Board appointed by Authorities of the World Academy 
of Materials and Manufacturing Engineering, mainly out of 
WAMME Fellows or scientists who candidate for the membership 
in the WAMME. I congratulate all Scientists appointed to those 
bodies and at the same time I do hope for the fruitful cooperation. 
I would like also to ask for the preparation of full papers for the 
publication in the next issues of AMSE.

	 Prof. Leszek A. Dobrzański M. Dr hc 
	 Editor-in-Chief of the AMSE 
	 President of the WAMME 
	 President of the ACMSSE 
Gliwice, in February 2008	




